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This resistance was never wholly extinguished, a fact of
which we have proof in the epistles, It broke out occasionally
in the form of fits. It is certainly a great mistake to call
his fits epileptic, There is no trace of epilepsy in him, on
the contrary, in his epistles St. Paul himself gives hints enough
as to the real nature of his illness. They are clearly psycho-
genetic fits, which actually mean a return of the old Saul
complex, repressed through conversion, in the same way as
there had previously been a repression of the complex of
Christianity.
Science does not, in a way that satisfies our intellectual
conscience, allow us to explain the case of St. Paul on super-
natural grounds. We should be compelled to do the same
with many similar cases within our medical experience,
which would lead to conclusions antagonistic both to our
reason and our feeling.
Autonomous complexes appear in dreams and visions,
in pathological hallucinations and delusions. Being strange
to the ego they always appear as if externalized. In dreams
they are often represented as other people, in visions they
are visibly projected into space, and the same applies to the
voices of the insane in so far as they are not ascribed to
persons in the patients' surroundings. Ideas of persecution
are very often associated with persons to whom the patient
attributes the qualities of certain of his unconscious com-
plexes. The patient feels these persons to be hostile because
his ego is hostile to the unconscious complex, just as Saul
resented the complex of Christianity which he could not
acknowledge. He persecuted the Christians as repre-
sentatives of his unconscious complex.
4 Spirits/ viewed from this standpoint, are unconscious,
autonomous complexes that appear as projections because
they are not associated with the ego.
I mentioned before that belief in the souls of the living
was a logical correlate of belief in the spirits of the dead.
Whilst spirits are felt to be strange and incompatible with

